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DESIGN OF PLATE GIRDER AISC Handbook

Introduction to Design of Plate Girders According to AISC

Design of plate girder AISC plays a vital role in modern steel construction, especially in bridges,
large buildings, and industrial structures. AISC, or the American Institute of Steel Construction,
provides comprehensive guidelines and standards for the design, fabrication, and erection of steel
structures, including plate girders. Ensuring safety, durability, and economic efficiency, the AISC
standards are widely adopted by engineers across the globe.

Plate girders are a type of structural steel member characterized by a web plate and two flanges?top
and bottom?that work together to resist bending moments and shear forces. Their design involves
careful consideration of various factors such as load conditions, material properties, and geometric
configurations. This article delves into the principles, methodology, and detailed steps involved in
designing plate girders according to AISC specifications.

Fundamentals of Plate Girder Design
What is a Plate Girder?
A plate girder is a primary load-carrying element used in bridges, building floors, and other large
span structures. It consists of:
- Web Plate: The vertical component that resists shear forces.

- Flanges: The horizontal top and bottom plates that resist bending moments.

The combination of web and flanges provides a high strength-to-weight ratio, making plate girders
an efficient choice for spanning long distances with minimal material.

Design Objectives

The main goals when designing a plate girder are:
- Adequate strength to withstand axial, shear, and bending loads.
- Stability against buckling and lateral-torsional buckling.

- Serviceability limits, such as deflection and crack control.
- Economic efficiency, minimizing material use while maintaining safety.
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Relevant AISC Standards

The primary document for designing plate girders in the US is the AISC 360 Specification for
Structural Steel Buildings. It provides:

- Design provisions for web and flange stability.

- Methods for calculating resisting capacities.

- Guidelines for bracing and stiffening.

- Procedures for checking shear, bending, and combined stresses.

Key Concepts in Plate Girder Design According to AISC

Web and Flange Design

The web must resist shear forces, while the flanges resist bending moments. The web thickness,
flange dimensions, and stiffeners are determined based on load requirements and buckling

considerations.

Web Buckling and Web Post Buckling
Web buckling is a critical failure mode. To prevent it:
- The web thickness is selected based on shear demand.
- Stiffeners are added to strengthen the web, especially in regions of high shear or long spans.
- Web stiffening methods include continuous stiffeners or intermediate stiffeners.
Lateral-Torsional Buckling of Flanges
Lateral-torsional buckling is a concern for unbraced spans. To mitigate:
- Proper flange bracing is provided.
- The section's moment of inertia is optimized.

- Use of stiffeners or increasing flange width.

Stiffeners and Bracing

- Web Stiffeners: To prevent web buckling.
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- Girth Stiffeners: To resist local buckling at flange-web junctions.
- Lateral Braces: To prevent lateral-torsional buckling.

Proper placement and design of these elements are crucial for safety and serviceability.
Step-by-Step Design Procedure for Plate Girders (AISC Guidelines)
1. Determine Loads and Spans
- Calculate dead loads, live loads, wind, seismic, and other applicable forces.
- Establish span lengths and support conditions.
2. Select Preliminary Section Sizes
- Choose initial web and flange dimensions based on span and load estimates.
- Refer to standard section tables or perform manual sizing.
3. Calculate Bending Moments and Shear Forces
- Use structural analysis methods to find maximum bending moments and shear forces.
- Create shear and moment diagrams for the girder span.
4. Check Web Shear Capacity
- Calculate web shear demand, \( V_{u}\).
- Determine web shear capacity, \( V_{n}\), considering web thickness, height, and stiffeners.
- Ensure \( V_{n}\geq V_{u} ).
5. Design the Web
- Select web thickness to resist shear with an adequate safety margin.
- Add stiffeners at locations of high shear or large unsupported spans.

- Check for web buckling using AISC web buckling formulas.

6. Design Flanges



DESIGN OF PLATE GIRDER AISC Handbook Vol. 2022, Issue 11

- Calculate the bending moment \( M_{u}\) at critical sections.
- Determine flange dimensions to resist bending stresses:

\
F_{b} = \frac{M_{u}}{S}
\

where \( S\) is the section modulus.

- Ensure flange thickness and width resist combined bending and axial loads if applicable.
7. Check for Lateral-Torsional Buckling

- Calculate the unbraced length of the flange.

- Use AISC lateral-torsional buckling formulas to verify stability.

- Incorporate stiffeners or bracing if necessary.
8. Web and Flange Connection Design

- Design welds, bolts, or rivets for web-flange and girder-to-support connections.

- Ensure connection capacity exceeds load demands.
9. Finalize the Section and Detailing

- Review all checks.

- Optimize section sizes for economy.
- Prepare detailed drawings with stiffener locations, weld details, and bracing.

Design Considerations and Best Practices

Material Selection

- Use steel conforming to ASTM A992 or A36 for structural applications.
- Ensure material properties align with AISC requirements.
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Web and Flange Thickness

- Thinner webs are economical but prone to buckling.
- Flange thickness influences bending capacity and stiffener placement.

Stiffener Placement

- Stiffeners should be placed at high shear regions and support points.
- Continuous stiffeners are preferred for uniform web stability.

Web and Flange Connection Detailing

- Use high-quality welds and bolts.
- Design for ease of fabrication and erection.

Lateral Supports and Bracing

- Proper bracing reduces the risk of lateral-torsional buckling.
- Bracing should be provided at specified intervals per AISC standards.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Plate Girder Design

- Buckling of Web: Use of stiffeners and appropriate web thickness.

- Lateral-Torsional Buckling: Adequate flange bracing and stiffeners.

- Web-Flange Connection Failures: Proper weld detailing and connection design.
- Material Wastage: Optimization of section sizes for cost efficiency.

Conclusion

The design of plate girder according to AISC involves a systematic approach that balances
safety, functionality, and economy. By following the detailed procedures outlined in the AISC
specifications, engineers can develop robust and efficient steel girders capable of supporting
complex loads across long spans. Proper attention to web stability, flange design, stiffeners, and
bracing ensures that the girders perform reliably throughout their service life. As structural demands
evolve, adherence to AISC standards remains a cornerstone of sound structural engineering
practice for plate girders.
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This comprehensive guide provides a foundational understanding of how to approach the design of
plate girders following AISC standards, essential for structural engineers aiming for safe and
economical steel structures.

Design of Plate Girder AISC: An In-Depth Review and Analysis

The design of plate girders per AISC (American Institute of Steel Construction) standards is a
fundamental aspect of structural engineering, especially in the construction of bridges, large-span
roofs, and industrial buildings. Plate girders are predominantly used due to their efficiency in
spanning long distances and their adaptability to various load conditions. The AISC Specification for
Structural Steel Buildings provides comprehensive guidelines and methodologies for designing safe,
economical, and durable plate girders, ensuring that engineers can develop structures that meet
modern safety standards while optimizing material usage. This article explores the key principles,
design procedures, considerations, and best practices involved in the design of plate girders
according to AISC standards.

Overview of Plate Girders and Their Significance

Plate girders are large, horizontal beams composed primarily of steel plates and stiffeners, often
used to support bridges, floors, and roof structures. They are favored in scenarios requiring long
spans, high load capacities, and versatility in fabrication.

Key Features of Plate Girders:

- Composed of top and bottom flanges connected by web plates, with stiffeners to resist shear
and buckling.

- Can be fabricated as rolled sections or built-up sections (welded or riveted).

- Suitable for long spans where other types of girders may be inefficient or impractical.

Advantages:
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- High strength-to-weight ratio.
- Flexibility in design to accommodate various load and span conditions.
- Ease of fabrication and erection in modular segments.

Limitations:

- Heavier compared to other structural members for equivalent span.
- Requires detailed analysis for buckling and shear considerations.
- Potential for complex fabrication, especially for built-up sections.

Fundamental Principles in AISC Design of Plate Girders

The AISC provides a systematic approach grounded in safety, economy, and constructability. The
main principles involve:

- Limit States Design: Ensuring the girder can withstand ultimate load conditions and
serviceability requirements.

- Material Strength Utilization: Properly selecting steel grades and ensuring capacity utilization
within allowable stresses.

- Buckling and Stability Considerations: Addressing web and flange buckling, lateral-torsional
buckling, and local buckling phenomena.

- Efficient Cross-Sectional Design: Optimizing flange and web dimensions to minimize weight
while maintaining strength.

The design process involves several steps, such as load analysis, section selection, and detailed
capacity checks, following the guidelines outlined in the AISC Steel Construction Manual.

Design Process of Plate Girders According to AISC

1. Load Analysis and Structural Requirements

The initial step involves determining the dead loads, live loads, wind, seismic forces, and other
applicable loads. The designer must understand the maximum moments and shear forces acting on
the girder to specify the required section properties.

2. Section Selection and Preliminary Sizing

Based on the load demands, initial cross-sectional dimensions are estimated, considering available
rolled sections or preliminary built-up sections. The goal is to select a section that can resist the
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maximum expected forces with adequate margin.
3. Web and Flange Design

- Web Design: Must resist shear forces and prevent web buckling. Web thickness and stiffeners
are chosen accordingly.

- Flange Design: Designed to resist bending moments through the flange's section modulus.
Flange width and thickness are optimized for strength and stiffness.

4. Web Buckling and Stiffener Design

The web is susceptible to shear buckling, especially for thin webs. Stiffeners are introduced to
increase buckling capacity, either as continuous or discrete stiffeners.

5. Lateral-Torsional Buckling Considerations

The girder's tendency to buckle laterally or torsionally under bending is assessed, with design
modifications such as adding bracing or increasing flange stiffness.

6. Capacity Checks and Code Compliance
The structure is checked against AISC limit states:

- Strength Limit State: Comparing actual stresses with allowable stresses, considering factors of
safety.

- Serviceability Limit State: Ensuring deflections and vibrations are within permissible limits.

Web and flange capacities are verified using formulas provided in AISC, including shear capacity,
flexural capacity, and buckling strength.

Web and Flange Design Considerations
Web Design
The web primarily carries shear forces and must be designed to prevent web buckling. The key

parameters include:

- Web Thickness (t_w): Influenced by shear force and buckling considerations.
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- Web Height (h_w): Determines the web's ability to resist shear.
- Stiffeners: Placed at critical points (e.g., supports, concentrated loads) to prevent buckling.

Web Buckling Resistance:

The AISC provides equations for web shear buckling capacity, incorporating:
- Web slenderness ratio.
- Stiffener spacing and size.
- Web stiffener design (discrete or continuous).

Pros:
- Adequate web stiffeners improve shear capacity and buckling resistance.
- Optimization of web thickness balances weight and strength.

Cons:
- Excessive stiffening increases fabrication complexity and cost.

- Web buckling design can be conservative, leading to heavier webs than necessary.

Flange Design
Flanges resist bending moments and provide stability against lateral torsion. Design considerations
include:
- Flange Width and Thickness: To meet bending strength requirements.
- Connection Details: Bolted or welded connections to stiffeners and web.
Features:
- Flanges can be rolled or built-up, providing flexibility.

- Proper flange stiffening enhances overall girder stability.

Pros:
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- Larger flanges increase section modulus, reducing bending stresses.
- Flexibility in connection detailing.

Cons:
- Larger flanges add weight.
- Potential for flange buckling if not properly stiffened.

Stiffeners in Plate Girders
Stiffeners are essential in preventing web buckling and local deformation. They are generally
classified as:

- Continuous Stiffeners: Run along the web at critical sections.

- Discrete Stiffeners: Installed at specific points, such as supports or concentrated loads.
Design Considerations:

- Stiffener size and spacing are determined based on web slenderness.

- Proper placement reduces web buckling risk and enhances shear capacity.
Pros:

- Increased web stability and capacity.

- Improved resistance to local buckling.
Cons:

- Adds to fabrication complexity.

- May increase overall girder weight and cost.

Buckling and Stability Analysis

Proper assessment of buckling modes is critical:
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- Web Buckling: Analyzed using web slenderness ratios and stiffener placement.
- Lateral-Torsional Buckling: Controlled by flange stiffness, girder depth, and lateral bracing.
- Local Buckling of Flanges and Web: Considered based on thinness ratios.
The AISC specifies formulas and procedures to evaluate these phenomena, including the use of
effective web and flange widths, and the application of lateral bracing or stiffening to improve
stability.
Features:
- Use of empirical formulas based on extensive research.
- Incorporation of stability factors into capacity calculations.
Pros:
- Ensures safety against buckling failures.
- Guides appropriate stiffener and bracing placement.
Cons:
- Analysis can be complex for irregular geometries.

- May lead to conservative designs unless optimized.
Connection Design and Erection Considerations
Connections are vital for the overall performance of plate girders:
- Welded Connections: Commonly used for web-to-flange joints, stiffener attachments.
- Bolted Connections: Facilitate erection and field adjustments.
Design aspects include:
- Ensuring weld sizes meet capacity requirements.

- Detailing for ease of erection and field adjustments.
- Considering load transfer and potential for stress concentrations.
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Features:
- AISC provides detailed connection detailing guidelines.
- Use of high-strength bolts and welds for efficiency.
Pros:
- Simplifies field assembly.
- Allows for modular construction.
Cons:
- Requires meticulous detailing to avoid stress concentrations.
- Welding and bolting quality impact durability.

Code Compliance and Optimization

Designs must adhere strictly to AISC specifications, which include:

- Allowable stresses for different steel grades.
- Load factors and resistance factors.
- Detailing requirements for fabrication and erection.

Optimization strategies include:

- Using the minimum necessary web and flange thicknesses.

- Proper stiffener placement to maximize capacity without excess weight.

- Selecting the most economical cross-section from available standards.
Pros:

- Ensures safety and code compliance.

- Achieves material efficiency and cost savings.

Cons:

Vol. 2022, Issue 11
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- Over-conservatism may lead to heavier, more expensive girders.
- Balancing strength, stability, and economy can be complex.

Conclusion and Future Trends

The design of plate girder according to AISC standards remains a cornerstone of steel structure
engineering, combining rigorous analytical methods with practical considerations for fabrication and
erection. Advances in computational tools and materials continue to influence design practices,
allowing for more optimized and innovative girder configurations.

Key takeaways:

- AISC provides comprehensive guidelines balancing safety, economy, and constructability.

QuestionAnswer What are the key design principles of plate girders according to AISC
standards? The key principles include ensuring adequate strength and stability, proper flange and
web design for load transfer, compliance with AISC load and resistance factors, and adherence to
serviceability limits such as deflection and vibration controls. How is the web shear capacity of a
plate girder determined per AISC guidelines? Web shear capacity is calculated using the web shear
strength formula provided in AISC, considering the web thickness, web height, and shear stress
limits, with checks against the web's shear buckling and web crippling criteria. What are the
common methods for designing the flange and web of a plate girder in AISC? Common methods
include the Use of LRFD (Load and Resistance Factor Design) or ASD (Allowable Stress Design),
selecting appropriate flange and web thicknesses based on bending and shear forces, and verifying
against AISC's minimum thickness and stiffener requirements. How does AISC address buckling
concerns in plate girder web and flange design? AISC provides buckling formulas and checks for
web crippling, web buckling, and flange stability, recommending stiffeners and flange stiffeners
where necessary, and using local and global buckling resistance calculations. What are the typical
load combinations considered in AISC for plate girder design? AISC recommends load combinations
that include dead loads, live loads, wind, seismic, and other applicable forces, with specific factors
applied as per AISC specifications to ensure safety and serviceability. How is the shear lag
phenomenon accounted for in the design of plate girders according to AISC? Shear lag is
addressed by checking the effective width of compression flanges and web, using reduction factors
provided in AISC to ensure the actual capacity is not overestimated due to non-uniform stress
distribution. What are the typical stiffening requirements for plate girders as per AISC standards?
Stiffeners are required at locations of high shear, web penetrations, or potential buckling zones, with
specific guidelines on stiffener size, spacing, and detailing to ensure structural integrity and load
transfer. How does AISC guide the selection of material properties for plate girder design? AISC
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specifies material grades (e.g., ASTM A36, A572, A992), and emphasizes selecting materials with
appropriate yield strength, ductility, and weldability, along with verifying that the properties meet the
code requirements for the intended load conditions.

Related keywords: plate girder design, AISC standards, steel girder design, structural steel design,
girder analysis, load calculations, girder fabrication, AISC specifications, span length design, shear
and moment calculations

Wind Girder Design Calculation For The Tank

Wind girder design calculation for the tank is a critical process in the engineering and
construction of large storage tanks, particularly those situated in regions prone to high wind loads.
Properly designing wind girders ensures that tanks can withstand environmental forces, maintain
structural integrity, and operate safely over their lifespan. This article provides an in-depth overview
of the key concepts, calculation procedures, standards, and best practices involved in wind girder
design calculation for tanks, serving as a comprehensive resource for engineers, designers, and
project managers.

Understanding the Importance of Wind Girders in Tank Design
What Are Wind Girders?

Wind girders are horizontal or inclined structural elements that are installed around the shell of a
storage tank, typically at the roof level or at specific intervals, to resist wind forces. They serve as
bracing members that transfer wind loads from the tank shell to the supporting structure or
foundation, preventing excessive deformation, buckling, or failure.

The Role of Wind Girders in Structural Stability

- Load Distribution: Wind girders distribute the lateral wind loads uniformly around the tank
circumference.

- Structural Reinforcement: They provide additional stiffness to the tank shell, reducing
deformation.

- Safety Enhancement: Properly designed wind girders prevent structural failure during extreme
wind events.

- Compliance: They help adhere to relevant codes and standards governing tank safety.
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Factors Influencing Wind Girder Design Calculation

Designing wind girders involves analyzing multiple factors that influence the magnitude and
distribution of wind loads, as well as the tank?s structural response.

Environmental Factors

- Wind Speed: The maximum expected wind speed at the site, often based on local
meteorological data.

- Terrain Category: Urban, suburban, open terrain, or coastal environments affect wind pressure.

- Topography: Elevated or irregular terrain can increase wind loads.

- Height of the Tank: Taller tanks are more susceptible to wind forces.

Tank and Structural Factors

- Tank Dimensions: Diameter, height, and shape significantly influence wind load impact.

- Tank Material: The strength and stiffness of tank shell and roof materials.

- Design Codes & Standards: Local and international standards such as APl 650, Eurocode, or
ASCE.

Additional Considerations
- Dynamic Effects: Vibration and resonant phenomena during high wind
events.

- Corrosion and Fatigue: Long-term effects influencing material choice and
thickness.

Standards and Codes for Wind Girder Design Calculation

Design calculations are governed by standards that specify wind load determination methods and
structural requirements.

Key Standards Include:
- API 650 (Welded Tanks for Oil Storage): Provides guidelines for wind load calculations specific

to storage tanks.
- Eurocode EN 1991-1-4: European standard for wind actions on structures.
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- ASCE 7 (American Society of Civil Engineers): Code for minimum design loads for buildings and
other structures.

- 1ISO 19901-1: Offshore structures, applicable for tanks in marine environments.
Understanding the Standards' Requirements

- Ensure compliance with local building codes.

- Use the appropriate wind speed maps and pressure coefficients.
- Follow prescribed load factors and safety margins.

Step-by-Step Wind Girder Design Calculation for the Tank

Designing wind girders requires a systematic approach, including load calculation, structural
analysis, and reinforcement design.

1. Determine Design Wind Speed
- Obtain the basic wind speed (V_b) from local meteorological data.
- Apply terrain, height, and exposure adjustments per standards.
- Calculate the design wind speed (V_d).
2. Calculate Wind Pressure on the Tank
Using the Bernoulli principle:
\[ P = 0.5 \times \rho \times V2 \|
where:
-\( P\) = wind pressure (Pa)
-\(\rho\) = air density (~1.225 kg/m? at sea level)
-\( V) = design wind speed (m/s)
Apply pressure coefficients \( C_p\) based on tank shape and orientation:

- External pressure coefficients (\( C_{pe}\))
- Internal pressure coefficients (\( C_{pi}\))



DESIGN OF PLATE GIRDER AISC Handbook

The net wind pressure:

\[ P_{net} =P \times C_p\]

3. Determine Wind Load on the Tank
Calculate the total force:

\[ F = P_{net} \times A \]

where:

-\( A\) = projected area of the tank surface exposed to wind
For a cylindrical tank:
\[ A =\pi\times D \times H \]
where:
-\( D) = tank diameter
-\( H\) = tank height
Distribute wind loads around the circumference based on the tank?s orientation.

4. Structural Analysis of the Tank Shell

- Model the tank shell and wind girder as a combined system.

- Use finite element analysis (FEA) or simplified methods for stress assessment.

- Identify maximum shear and bending moments at the girder locations.

5. Design of Wind Girders
- Determine the required cross-sectional area based on calculated stresses.

- Select suitable materials (e.g., steel grades).
- Calculate the dimensions of the girder (e.g., steel section size).

Vol. 2022, Issue 11
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6. Reinforcement Detailing

- Specify reinforcement detailing for bolted or welded connections.
- Ensure connections can transfer the calculated loads safely.
Optimization and Best Practices in Wind Girder Design
To achieve an efficient and safe wind girder design, consider the following best practices:
Material Selection
- Use high-strength steel alloys for durability.
- Consider corrosion-resistant coatings for outdoor tanks.
Design Efficiency
- Use optimal girder spacing to balance structural capacity and material use.
- Incorporate stiffeners if necessary to prevent local buckling.
Connection Design
- Design bolted or welded connections for maximum strength and fatigue resistance.
- Ensure ease of installation and maintenance.
Structural Redundancy
- Design for load redistribution in case of local failure.
- Incorporate safety margins per applicable standards.
Regular Inspection and Maintenance
- Schedule periodic inspections to detect corrosion, fatigue, or damage.

- Perform maintenance to ensure the longevity of wind girders.

Conclusion
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The wind girder design calculation for tanks is a vital aspect of ensuring structural safety and
operational reliability. It involves a comprehensive understanding of environmental loads, adherence
to relevant standards, detailed structural analysis, and the application of engineering best practices.
Properly designed wind girders effectively resist high wind loads, prevent deformation, and extend
the lifespan of storage tanks. By following a systematic calculation procedure and considering
site-specific factors, engineers can optimize wind girder performance, ensuring both safety and
cost-efficiency.

References and Further Reading

- API 650 Welded Tanks for Oil Storage

- Eurocode EN 1991-1-4: Wind Actions

- ASCE 7-16 Minimum Design Loads

- 1SO 19901-1: Offshore Structures

- Industry best practices and case studies on tank wind load analysis

This comprehensive guide aims to serve as a definitive resource for wind girder design calculation
for tanks, integrating technical rigor with practical insights to support safe and efficient tank
construction projects.

Wind Girder Design Calculation for the Tank: An Expert Insight

When it comes to the structural integrity of large storage tanks, especially those situated in regions
prone to high wind loads, the design of wind girders plays a pivotal role. These structural elements
are critical in ensuring the stability of the tank against lateral forces exerted by wind pressure.
Proper design and calculation of wind girders safeguard not only the longevity of the tank but also
the safety of surrounding infrastructure and personnel. In this comprehensive review, we delve into
the fundamental principles, calculation methodologies, and best practices for wind girder design in
tank structures, providing engineers and designers with a detailed understanding of this essential
component.

Understanding the Role of Wind Girders in Tank Structures
What Are Wind Girders?

Wind girders are horizontal or inclined structural members installed across the tank's shell, primarily
serving as bracing elements to resist wind-induced forces. They are often positioned at specific
elevations?commonly at the tank?s roof and base?to provide lateral support and distribute wind
loads evenly across the tank shell.
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Primary Functions of Wind Girders

- Lateral Load Resistance: They counteract the horizontal forces exerted by wind, preventing
excessive deformation or overturning.

- Structural Stability: Wind girders maintain the shape and integrity of the tank, especially under
dynamic wind conditions.

- Load Distribution: They transfer wind loads to the tank?s foundation or other supporting
structures efficiently.

- Vessel Safety and Durability: Properly designed wind girders reduce stress concentrations,
minimizing fatigue and potential failure.

Understanding these roles underscores the importance of meticulous design calculations to ensure
that wind girders perform their functions effectively.

Fundamental Principles in Wind Girder Design Calculation

Designing wind girders involves a combination of structural analysis, material considerations, and
adherence to relevant standards and codes. The primary goal is to determine the appropriate
dimensions and reinforcement details that can sustain calculated wind loads without exceeding
permissible stress levels.

Key Principles:

- Load Analysis: Quantify the wind pressure based on geographic location, terrain, and structure
height.

- Structural Analysis: Assess how these loads translate into stresses and moments in the girder.

- Material Selection: Choose suitable materials considering strength, corrosion resistance, and
durability.

- Code Compliance: Follow standards such as ASCE 7, Eurocode, or local building codes to
ensure safety and legality.

Step-by-Step Calculation Methodology

Calculating wind girder design involves several sequential steps, each critical to achieving a safe
and efficient structure.

- Determining Wind Load on the Tank
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a. ldentify Relevant Wind Zones and Terrain Categories

The first step involves understanding the geographical location of the tank. Wind zone maps (e.g.,
ASCE 7, Eurocode EN 1991-1-4) provide basic wind speed data. Terrain roughness categories
(urban, suburban, open terrain) influence the wind pressure calculation.

b. Calculate Basic Wind Speed (Vb)

Based on local data, obtain the basic wind speed, typically expressed in meters per second (m/s).
For example, a coastal region might have a Vb of 40 m/s.

c. Apply Exposure and Topography Factors

Adjust Vb using factors such as terrain roughness (Kz) and topographical effects (Kt):
\[

V_{ref} =V_b \times K_z \times K_t

\

d. Calculate Wind Pressure (q)

Using the dynamic pressure formula:

\[

g = 0.5 \times \rho \times V_{ref}*2

\

Where:

- \(\rho\) = air density (~1.225 kg/m? at sea level)
This pressure is often expressed in Pascals (Pa).
e. Determine Design Wind Pressure (p)

Incorporate gust factor (G), exposure coefficient (Kd), and importance factor (I):
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\[

p = g \times G \times K_d \times |

\

The resulting p indicates the wind pressure acting on the tank's surface.

- Estimating Wind Load on the Tank Surface
a. Windward and Leeward Surfaces

Calculate the pressure on the tank's windward side (positive pressure) and leeward side (negative
or suction force). The total wind load is:

\[
F _{wind} = p \times A
\
where \(A\) is the effective area of the surface subjected to wind.
b. Considering Shape and Orientation
Round tanks experience different pressure distributions compared to rectangular tanks. For
cylindrical tanks, the wind pressure varies along the height, requiring integration or simplified
approximations.
- Structural Analysis of Wind Girders
a. Load Distribution
Once the wind loads are established, analyze how these forces translate into reactions on the wind

girder. This involves:

- Calculating the net horizontal force acting on the girder.
- Determining moments induced by these forces.
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b. Structural Response and Stresses
Apply static equilibrium equations to find:
- Bending moments (M)
- Shear forces (V)

- Axial forces (N)

which influence the girder?s cross-sectional design.

- Designing the Wind Girder Cross-Section
a. Selecting Material Properties

Common materials include structural steel (e.g., S235, S355), reinforced concrete, or other alloys,
depending on environmental conditions and design specifications.

b. Calculating Required Section Modulus (S)

Use the bending stress formula:

\[

\sigma_b = \frac{M}KS}

\

Ensure that the maximum bending stress (\(\sigma_b\)) does not exceed permissible limits:
\[

\sigma_{allow} = \frac{\text{Yield Strength}}{\text{Partial Safety Factor}}

\

Rearranged:

\[
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S \geq \frac{M}{\sigma_{allow}}
\
c. Determining Girder Dimensions

Based on the section modulus and material properties, select dimensions (depth, width, thickness).

- Reinforcement and Connection Details
a. Reinforcement Design

For girder types like reinforced concrete, calculate the reinforcement ratio based on bending
moments and shear forces.

b. Connection Design

Design bolted or welded connections considering the shear and tension forces transmitted from the
girder to the tank shell or supports.

- Checking Design Compliance and Safety

- Carry out failure mode analysis, including buckling, shear failure, and fatigue.
- Verify that the design meets all relevant codes and standards.
- Perform finite element analysis (FEA) for complex geometries or load cases.

Best Practices and Considerations

Designing wind girders is not solely about calculations; practical considerations are equally
important:

- Corrosion Protection: Use protective coatings or corrosion-resistant materials, especially in
coastal areas.

- Ease of Installation: Design for manageable fabrication and erection.

- Maintenance Access: Ensure accessibility for inspection and repairs.

- Redundancy: Incorporate safety margins to account for unexpected wind events or load
increases.
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- Dynamic Effects: Consider vortex shedding and oscillations for tall or slender girders.

Standards and Codes for Wind Girder Design

Adherence to international and local standards ensures safety and reliability:

- ASCE 7 (American Society of Civil Engineers): Provides comprehensive load and resistance
factor design provisions.

- Eurocode EN 1991-1-4: Details wind actions and design requirements.

- ISO standards: For specific tank and structural design practices.

- Local Building Regulations: May impose additional requirements.

Consulting these standards during the design process ensures compliance and safety.

Conclusion: The Art and Science of Wind Girder Calculation

The design calculation for wind girders in tank structures combines complex analytical methods with
practical engineering judgment. It demands a thorough understanding of wind load phenomena,
material behavior, structural mechanics, and adherence to safety standards. When executed
meticulously, it results in robust, efficient, and durable support systems that withstand the relentless
forces of nature.

In essence, wind girder design calculation is a critical facet of tank engineering, blending theoretical
principles with real-world considerations. It exemplifies the synergy between science and
craftsmanship?ensuring that storage tanks remain secure, functional, and safe for decades to come.
Whether in designing new facilities or retrofitting existing ones, mastering these calculations is
indispensable for structural engineers committed to excellence in tank safety and performance.

QuestionAnswer What are the key factors to consider in wind girder design calculation for a
tank? Key factors include wind load intensity, tank geometry, girder material strength, local wind
pressure coefficients, and the tank's exposure category to ensure structural stability and safety. How
is wind load typically calculated for tank girder design? Wind load is calculated using standards like
ASCE 7 or Eurocode, which involve determining wind pressure based on wind speed, terrain, and
height, then applying it to the projected area of the girder to find the total load. What materials are
commonly used for wind girders in tank structures? Common materials include structural steel,
reinforced concrete, and sometimes composite materials, chosen based on strength requirements,
durability, and compatibility with tank design. How do tank dimensions influence the wind girder
design calculation? Larger tank dimensions increase the projected surface area exposed to wind,
resulting in higher wind loads and necessitating more robust girder design to withstand these forces.
What are the typical safety factors applied in wind girder design calculations? Safety factors usually
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range from 1.5 to 2.0, accounting for uncertainties in wind load estimations, material strengths, and
construction imperfections to ensure safety and durability. Can computational methods improve the
accuracy of wind girder design calculations? Yes, finite element analysis (FEA) and other simulation
tools can model complex wind interactions and structural responses more precisely, leading to
optimized and safer girder designs. What code standards should be followed for wind girder design
calculations of tanks? Standards such as ASCE 7, Eurocode EN 1991-1-4, or local building codes
should be followed to ensure compliance with wind load calculations and structural safety
requirements. How does tank exposure classification affect wind girder design calculation?
Exposure categories (urban, suburban, open terrain) influence wind pressure coefficients; higher
exposure increases calculated wind loads, requiring more robust girder designs. What are common
challenges faced during wind girder design calculation for tanks? Challenges include accurately
estimating wind loads, accounting for variable wind directions, ensuring material and connection
strength, and optimizing design to balance safety and cost.
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