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Boiler failures can have significant operational, financial, and safety implications for industrial plants,
power generation facilities, and other organizations relying on steam generation. Understanding the
root causes of boiler failures is essential for preventing future incidents, optimizing maintenance,
and ensuring safe operations. The Nalco Guide to Boiler Failure Analysis offers comprehensive
insights into diagnosing, analyzing, and addressing boiler malfunctions. This guide combines
industry best practices, scientific principles, and practical experience to help plant engineers,
maintenance personnel, and safety managers effectively manage boiler health and longevity.

In this detailed article, we will explore the key aspects of boiler failure analysis, from identifying
common failure modes to employing investigative techniques and implementing corrective actions.
Whether you are dealing with corrosion issues, tube failures, scaling, or other challenges, this guide
aims to provide the knowledge necessary to enhance your boiler reliability and safety.

Understanding Boiler Failure Modes

A fundamental step in failure analysis is understanding the typical modes by which boilers fail.
Recognizing these modes enables targeted investigations and more effective problem-solving.

Common Boiler Failure Modes

- Corrosion: Both internal and external corrosion can weaken boiler components, leading to
leaks, tube failures, or catastrophic rupture.

- Scaling and Fouling: Mineral deposits from feedwater can accumulate on heat transfer
surfaces, impairing heat transfer efficiency and causing overheating or tube damage.

- Tube Failures: These can occur due to corrosion, thermal fatigue, erosion, or mechanical
stresses.

- Stress and Fatigue: Repeated thermal cycling or mechanical vibrations can induce stress
fractures in boiler components.

- Overpressure and Mechanical Failures: Pressure surges or mechanical defects can lead to
rupture or deformation.

- Water Hammer and Hydraulic Shock: Sudden changes in water flow can cause physical
damage to tubes and headers.
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Understanding these failure modes is vital for developing an effective investigation strategy and
implementing preventive measures.

Initial Assessment and Data Collection

Effective failure analysis begins with meticulous data collection and initial assessment. Gathering
relevant information helps narrow down potential causes and guides subsequent investigative steps.

Key Data Points to Collect

- Failure Description: Nature of the failure, visible damage, and timeline.

- Operational History: Operating conditions, load cycles, and maintenance records.

- Feedwater Quality: Chemical composition, pH, dissolved solids, and impurities.

- Water Treatment Records: Treatment chemicals used, dosing schedules, and any recent
changes.

- Inspection Reports: Visual inspections, nondestructive testing (NDT) results, and previous
repair history.

- Environmental Conditions: External factors such as ambient temperature, humidity, and
corrosive atmospheres.

Documenting all available data provides a baseline for analysis and helps identify patterns or
anomalies associated with failures.

Analytical Techniques in Boiler Failure Investigation

Applying scientific and analytical techniques is crucial for pinpointing root causes. These methods
range from visual inspections to advanced laboratory analyses.

Visual Inspection and Non-Destructive Testing (NDT)

Visual inspections can reveal surface defects, corrosion signs, cracks, and deposits. NDT methods
such as ultrasonic testing, radiography, magnetic particle inspection, and dye penetrant testing
provide deeper insights into internal or hidden flaws without damaging components.

Material Analysis

Laboratory examination of failed components can identify material degradation, inclusions, or
metallurgical anomalies. Techniques include:
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- Metallography: Examines microstructure to detect embrittlement, grain growth, or phase
changes.

- Chemical Analysis: Determines composition and detects corrosion products or contaminants.

- Fractography: Analyzes fracture surfaces to distinguish between brittle or ductile failure modes.

Corrosion and Deposit Analysis

Understanding corrosion mechanisms and deposit composition aids in targeted mitigation:

- Analyzing corrosion products (e.g., rust, sulfides) to determine corrosion type (uniform, pitting,
galvanic).
- Identifying mineral deposits to assess scaling potential and mineral solubility issues.

Root Cause Identification

After collecting data and conducting analyses, the next step is to identify the root cause of the
failure. This involves correlating findings with operational history and environmental factors.

Common Root Causes of Boiler Failures

- Corrosion Due to Water Chemistry: Improper water treatment leading to oxygen or acid
corrosion.

- Scaling from Mineral Deposits: Excessive hardness or total dissolved solids (TDS) in
feedwater.

- Thermal Stress: Rapid temperature changes causing thermal fatigue.

- Mechanical Stress: Vibration, improper support, or design flaws.

- Material Defects: Substandard materials or improper welding leading to weaknesses.

- Operational Deviations: Overloading, insufficient blowdown, or inadequate maintenance.

The cause-and-effect analysis, often visualized through fishbone diagrams or fault tree analysis,
helps clarify complex failure mechanisms.

Implementing Corrective and Preventive Measures

Once the root cause is established, appropriate corrective actions can be formulated and
implemented to prevent recurrence.

Corrective Actions
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- Repair or replace damaged components, such as tubes or headers.

- Remove deposits through chemical cleaning or mechanical descaling.

- Address corrosion issues by applying protective coatings or replacing corroded parts.
- Adjust operating parameters to reduce thermal or mechanical stresses.

- Improve water treatment protocols to control chemistry and reduce scaling potential.

Preventive Strategies

- Implement routine inspection and monitoring programs.

- Maintain optimal water chemistry through continuous treatment and control systems.

- Use high-quality materials and proper welding techniques during fabrication and repairs.

- Employ advanced control systems to regulate boiler operation and prevent overpressure or
thermal shocks.

- Train personnel on best practices and safety procedures.

By integrating these measures into the maintenance plan, facilities can significantly reduce the risk
of future failures.

Case Studies and Practical Applications

Real-world examples illustrate the application of failure analysis principles and the importance of a
systematic approach.

Case Study 1: Tube Leak Due to Corrosion Fatigue

A power plant experienced frequent tube leaks. Investigation revealed that oxygen corrosion was
accelerated by inadequate deaeration. Material analysis showed pitting corrosion, and operational
data indicated frequent thermal cycling. Corrective measures included upgrading feedwater
treatment, implementing oxygen scavengers, and adjusting load cycles, which significantly reduced
failures.

Case Study 2: Scaling and Heat Transfer Efficiency Loss

An industrial boiler exhibited decreased efficiency and frequent shutdowns. Deposit analysis
identified calcium carbonate scaling. The root cause was high hardness in feedwater due to
insufficient softening. Installing a water softening system and increasing blowdown frequency
restored performance and extended component lifespan.

Conclusion: Emphasizing Proactive Maintenance and Continuous
Improvement
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The Nalco Guide to Boiler Failure Analysis underscores the importance of a proactive, data-driven
approach to maintaining boiler integrity. By understanding failure modes, employing advanced
diagnostic techniques, and implementing targeted corrective actions, organizations can enhance
operational reliability, extend equipment lifespan, and ensure safety.

Regular training, routine inspections, and continuous monitoring are vital components of a robust
failure prevention strategy. Embracing a culture of continuous improvement and leveraging scientific
principles in failure analysis not only minimizes downtime but also optimizes overall plant
performance.

In summary, effective boiler failure analysis is a blend of scientific investigation, practical
engineering, and diligent maintenance. Applying the insights from this guide will empower facilities
to manage boiler health proactively and mitigate costly failures before they occur.

NALCO Guide to Boiler Failure Analysis

In the energy and manufacturing sectors, boilers are the backbone of process heat and power
generation. Their reliable operation is critical to operational efficiency, safety, and profitability.
However, despite advances in technology and maintenance practices, boiler failures still pose
significant risks?causing unscheduled downtime, costly repairs, safety hazards, and environmental
concerns. Recognizing these challenges, NALCO (National Aluminium Company Limited) has
established a comprehensive Guide to Boiler Failure Analysis?a vital resource for engineers,
maintenance teams, and plant managers aiming to optimize boiler performance and prevent
catastrophic failures.

This article provides an in-depth review of NALCO?s boiler failure analysis guide, exploring its core
concepts, methodologies, diagnostic tools, and practical recommendations. Whether you're an
industry veteran or new to boiler management, understanding these principles can help you
proactively identify failure modes, implement effective corrective actions, and enhance your plant?s
operational resilience.

Understanding Boiler Failure: The Fundamentals

Before diving into the specifics of failure analysis, it is essential to grasp the fundamental principles
governing boiler operation and the common causes of failure.

What is Boiler Failure?
Boiler failure refers to any malfunction or breakdown that impairs the boiler?s ability to produce

steam efficiently and safely. Failures can be sudden (catastrophic) or gradual (degradation), with the
latter often resulting in increased operational costs and safety risks if not detected early.
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Common Causes of Boiler Failure

Failures originate from a variety of sources, often interconnected:

- Corrosion: Chemical reactions with water, flue gases, or impurities leading to metal
deterioration.

- Fouling and Scaling: Accumulation of deposits on heat transfer surfaces, reducing efficiency.

- Thermal Stresses: Rapid temperature changes causing metal fatigue or cracking.

- Mechanical Damage: Material fatigue, erosion, or impact damage.

- Water Chemistry Issues: Imbalanced pH, dissolved solids, or oxygen levels accelerating
corrosion and scaling.

- Operational Errors: Improper startup, shutdown, or control settings.

- Design Flaws: Inadequate materials or structural weaknesses.

Understanding these causes sets the stage for a systematic analysis following failure incidents.
Role of NALCO?s Boiler Failure Analysis Guide
NALCO?s guide serves as a structured framework for diagnosing, analyzing, and preventing boiler

failures. Its core objective is to help industry professionals:

- Identify root causes of failures

- Classify failure modes

- Develop corrective and preventive strategies

- Optimize water treatment and operational practices

The guide emphasizes a holistic approach, integrating chemical analysis, mechanical inspection,
operational data, and environmental factors.

Key Components of the Failure Analysis Process

The process outlined by NALCO typically involves several interconnected stages:
1. Data Collection and Documentation

Effective analysis begins with meticulous data gathering, including:

- Operating logs and history
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- Water and fuel chemistry reports
- Maintenance records

- Visual evidence (photos, videos)
- Failure incident reports

Accurate documentation provides context and helps identify patterns or anomalies.
2. Visual Inspection
A thorough visual assessment reveals physical signs of failure:
- Corrosion patterns: Pitting, uniform thinning, or erosion
- Deposits and fouling: Scale buildup, sludge, or ash deposits
- Cracks and deformation: Fatigue cracks, warping, or buckling
- Leakages: Water or flue gas leaks
- Material degradation: Discoloration, spalling, or blistering
Visual inspection often guides subsequent laboratory testing.
3. Chemical and Metallurgical Analysis
Laboratory tests help determine the chemical composition of deposits, corrosion products, and the

metal itself:

- Water Chemistry Analysis: pH, dissolved oxygen, conductivity, total dissolved solids (TDS)

- Deposit Analysis: Identification of scale components (e.g., calcium carbonate, silicates)

- Corrosion Products: Iron oxides, chlorides, sulfates

- Metallurgical Examination: Microscopic analysis to assess microstructure, detect cracks, or
corrosion patterns

This step pinpoints chemical causes and material vulnerabilities.
4. Operational Data Review
Analyzing operational parameters such as:

- Steam load and pressure
- Feedwater flow and temperature
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- Burner settings and fuel quality
- Pressure and temperature fluctuations
- Control system responses
Operational anomalies often correlate with failure modes.

5. Root Cause Analysis (RCA)

Combining all data, engineers perform RCA to identify the primary cause rather than just symptoms.
Techniques such as the Fishbone Diagram or 5 Whys help unravel complex failure chains.

6. Failure Mode Classification

Classifying failures into categories (e.g., corrosion, erosion, thermal fatigue) aids in targeting
corrective actions and designing long-term mitigation strategies.

Common Failure Modes and Their Diagnostic Indicators
NALCO?s guide categorizes typical failure modes, describing their indicators and causes:
Corrosion-Related Failures
Indicators:

- Pitting and uniform thinning of metal surfaces

- Presence of rust-colored deposits

- High levels of chlorides and sulfates in water chemistry
Causes:

- Oxygen ingress in the feedwater

- Improper pH control

- Presence of corrosive impurities

Scaling and Fouling

Indicators:
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- Reduced heat transfer efficiency

- Elevated fuel consumption

- Thick deposits on heat exchange surfaces
Causes:

- High concentrations of calcium, magnesium, silica

- Inadequate water treatment

- Hard water inflow
Thermal Fatigue and Cracking
Indicators:

- Cracks in boiler tubes or walls

- Warping or deformation

- Sudden pressure drops
Causes:

- Rapid temperature changes

- Localized overheating

- Insufficient cooling
Erosion and Mechanical Damage
Indicators:

- Material loss on tube surfaces

- Impact marks or gouges

- Eroded refractory linings
Causes:

- High-velocity flue gases
- Particulate erosion
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- Fuel ash deposits

Preventive Strategies and Recommendations

The ultimate goal of NALCO?s guide is to prevent failures through proactive measures. Key
recommendations include:

Water Treatment Optimization

- Maintain proper pH and oxygen scavenging

- Use corrosion inhibitors and dispersants

- Regularly monitor water chemistry parameters

- Implement blowdown controls to remove dissolved solids
Materials and Design Improvements

- Select corrosion-resistant alloys where appropriate

- Use design features that facilitate inspection and cleaning

- Incorporate thermal stress relief features
Operational Best Practices

- Train operators on safe start-up and shutdown procedures

- Maintain consistent operating parameters

- Monitor and log performance data diligently
Maintenance and Inspection

- Schedule routine visual and ultrasonic inspections

- Use non-destructive testing (NDT) techniques to detect early cracks

- Replace or repair damaged components promptly
Failure Mode Specific Interventions

- For corrosion: reinforce water treatment and oxygen control
- For scaling: adjust water chemistry and install anti-scalant dosing systems
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- For thermal stress: optimize heating/cooling rates
- For erosion: control particulate content and velocity

Leveraging NALCO?s Expertise: Tools and Technologies

NALCO provides a suite of products, chemicals, and diagnostic tools designed to support failure
analysis and prevention:

- Chemical Treatment Programs: tailored formulations to control corrosion and scaling
- Water Analysis Kits: portable testing kits for on-site monitoring

- Boiler Condition Monitoring: sensors and software for real-time data acquisition

- Training Modules: educational resources for operators and maintenance teams

- Failure Analysis Reports: detailed diagnostics and recommended corrective actions

Utilizing these tools in conjunction with the guide enhances predictive maintenance and minimizes
unexpected failures.

Case Studies lllustrating Failure Analysis Applications
Case Study 1: Scale-Induced Efficiency Loss

A power plant observed a sudden drop in boiler efficiency. Visual inspection revealed heavy calcium
carbonate deposits on tubes. Laboratory analysis confirmed high calcium and silica levels. The
failure was traced to inadequate blowdown practices and poor water treatment. Implementing
stricter water chemistry controls and anti-scaling chemicals restored efficiency.

Case Study 2: Tube Cracking due to Thermal Fatigue
An industrial boiler experienced frequent tube cracking near weld joints. Analysis indicated rapid

temperature cycling and thermal stress. Upgrading control systems to moderate heating rates and
adding thermal expansion joints prevented further failures.

Conclusion: The Value of Systematic Failure Analysis

NALCO?s Guide to Boiler Failure Analysis exemplifies a comprehensive, science-based approach
to diagnosing and preventing boiler failures. By integrating chemical analysis, mechanical
inspection, operational review, and root cause analysis, plant engineers can develop targeted,
effective solutions that extend equipment life, improve safety, and optimize operational costs.

In an industry where downtime translates directly into financial loss, leveraging such expert
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guidance is not optional but essential. Continuous education, diligent monitoring, and proactive
maintenance?aligned with NALCO?s methodologies?are the pillars of a resilient, failure-free boiler
operation.

Adopting this structured approach ensures that failures are not merely reacted to but anticipated and
prevented, safeguarding your plant?s productivity and safety for years to come.

QuestionAnswer What are the common causes of boiler tube failures according to NALCO's
guide? NALCO's guide identifies common causes such as corrosion, overheating, stress fatigue,
and improper water chemistry as primary reasons for boiler tube failures. How does NALCO
recommend diagnosing boiler failure through failure analysis? NALCO recommends a systematic
approach including visual inspection, metallurgical analysis, chemical analysis of deposits, and
operational data review to accurately diagnose boiler failure causes. What role does water chemistry
play in preventing boiler failures as per NALCO guidelines? Proper water chemistry control is
crucial; NALCO emphasizes maintaining optimal pH, oxygen levels, and impurity concentrations to
prevent corrosion, scaling, and other failure modes. What are the key indicators of imminent boiler
failure highlighted in the NALCO guide? Key indicators include unusual pressure drops, tube leaks,
increased deposit buildup, and abnormal vibration or noise, signaling potential failure risks. How
does NALCO suggest using failure analysis data to improve boiler operational reliability? NALCO
advocates analyzing failure data to identify root causes, implement corrective actions, optimize
water treatment, and update maintenance practices to enhance reliability. What preventive
measures does NALCO recommend to avoid boiler failures? Preventive measures include regular
boiler inspections, effective water treatment, monitoring of operating parameters, and timely
maintenance to mitigate failure risks.

Related keywords: boiler failure analysis, Nalco boiler troubleshooting, boiler corrosion, boiler tube
failure, boiler water chemistry, boiler scale formation, boiler overheating, boiler efficiency, boiler
maintenance tips, failure investigation techniques

Getting failure rate data exida

Getting Failure Rate Data Exida: An In-Depth Guide

Getting failure rate data exida is a critical step in ensuring the safety, reliability, and integrity of
safety-critical systems. Exida is a renowned global provider of functional safety, cybersecurity, and
risk management solutions. They offer extensive databases, methodologies, and tools for obtaining
accurate failure rate data essential for risk assessments, safety integrity level (SIL) determination,
and system design. This article explores the importance of failure rate data, how exida gathers and
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maintains this data, and practical steps to access and utilize it effectively for safety-critical
applications.

Understanding Failure Rate Data and Its Significance
What is Failure Rate Data?

Failure rate data quantifies how often a component, system, or device fails over a specified period,
typically expressed in failures per million hours (FITs), failures per hour, or failures per cycle. This
data is fundamental to reliability analysis, enabling engineers to predict system behavior, perform
risk assessments, and design for safety and robustness.

Why is Failure Rate Data Important?

- Supports Safety Integrity Level (SIL) calculations according to standards such as IEC 61508
and IEC 61511

- Facilitates risk assessment and hazard analysis

- Enables predictive maintenance planning

- Helps in component selection and system design optimization

- Ensures compliance with safety standards and regulatory requirements

exida?s Approach to Gathering Failure Rate Data
Sources of Failure Rate Data at exida

exida employs a comprehensive approach to compile failure rate data, drawing from multiple
authoritative sources:

- Industry Databases: exida maintains extensive failure rate databases that include data from
various industry sectors such as process, automotive, aerospace, and energy.

- Standards and Regulatory Agencies: Data from IEC, IEEE, IECQ, and other standards
organizations are incorporated to ensure compliance and accuracy.

- Empirical Data Collection: exida collaborates with industry partners and clients to gather
real-world failure data from operational equipment.

- Published Literature and Research: Academic papers, technical journals, and safety reports
contribute to the robustness of their data sources.

- Manufacturer Data and Certifications: Failure rates provided by component manufacturers
are integrated, often supplemented with field data for validation.
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Data Validation and Quality Assurance

exida emphasizes data quality through rigorous validation processes, including:

- Cross-referencing multiple sources to ensure consistency

- Statistical analysis to identify anomalies or outliers

- Periodic updates to incorporate new failure data and technological advances
- Expert review panels to evaluate data relevance and accuracy

Accessing Failure Rate Data from exida
Tools and Databases Provided by exida

exida offers several tools and databases that facilitate access to failure rate data:

- exida Reliability Data Repository: A comprehensive database containing failure rates, failure
modes, and repair times for a wide range of components.

- exida Fault Tree and FMEA Software: Integrated modules that incorporate failure data for
system reliability modeling.

- Certainty Data Packages: Pre-packaged failure data aligned with specific industry standards,
ready for use in safety assessments.

- Online Portals and Customer Portals: Secure access points where clients can retrieve
tailored failure data reports.

How to Access Failure Rate Data

Getting failure rate data from exida typically involves the following steps:

- Identify Your Needs: Determine the specific components, systems, or safety functions you are
analyzing.

- Select the Appropriate Database or Tool: Choose from exida?s data repositories or software
modules relevant to your application.

- Request Access or Licensing: Contact exida?s sales or support teams to obtain access,
which may involve licensing agreements.

- Utilize the Data in Your Analysis: Import failure rate data into your reliability modeling tools or
safety calculations.

- Validate and Adjust Data as Needed: Cross-reference with your operational data or
manufacturer specifications for accuracy.
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Best Practices for Using exida Failure Rate Data
Ensuring Data Relevance and Accuracy
While exida provides comprehensive failure data, users should ensure the data is pertinent to their

specific context by:

- Matching failure data to the operational environment and conditions

- Considering the age and maintenance history of components

- Adjusting failure rates based on environmental factors such as temperature, humidity, and
vibration

- Updating data regularly to reflect field performance and technological developments

Integrating Failure Rate Data into Safety Assessments
Effective integration involves:
- Performing detailed FMEA (Failure Mode and Effects Analysis)
- Building fault tree models incorporating failure rates

- Calculating SIL levels using established methods such as the risk graph or quantitative models
- Documenting assumptions and data sources for traceability

Challenges and Limitations in Obtaining Failure Rate Data from exida
Data Confidentiality and Proprietary Concerns

Some failure data may be sensitive or proprietary, limiting accessibility for external users. exida
manages these concerns through confidentiality agreements and data anonymization.

Variability of Failure Data

Failure rates can vary significantly based on operational conditions, manufacturing quality, and
maintenance practices. Users should interpret failure data as probabilistic estimates rather than
deterministic values.

Keeping Data Up-to-Date

Technological advancements and new failure modes necessitate regular updates. Users must
ensure they are referencing the latest data to maintain accuracy in risk assessments.
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Conclusion

Getting failure rate data from exida is an essential aspect of conducting thorough safety and
reliability analyses for safety-critical systems. Their comprehensive databases, validated
methodologies, and specialized tools provide engineers and safety professionals with the necessary
information to make informed decisions. By understanding the sources of failure data, how to access
and utilize it effectively, and acknowledging its limitations, organizations can enhance their safety
integrity, optimize maintenance strategies, and ensure compliance with relevant standards. As
technology evolves and operational environments change, maintaining an active engagement with
exida?s data resources ensures ongoing accuracy and relevance in failure rate assessments,
ultimately contributing to safer and more reliable systems.

Getting Failure Rate Data Exida: A Comprehensive Analysis

In the realm of safety instrumented systems (SIS), process safety, and functional safety
management, accurate failure rate data is pivotal. Among the authoritative sources for such data is
exida, a leading organization specializing in safety lifecycle services, risk assessment, and failure
data management. This article delves into the process of obtaining failure rate data from exida,
exploring its methodologies, data quality, application scope, and best practices for industry
professionals seeking reliable failure metrics.

Understanding exida and Its Role in Failure Data Collection

exida is renowned for its expertise in functional safety, cybersecurity, and risk assessment. Since its
inception, it has built a reputation for providing rigorous safety lifecycle support, including the
development of failure data libraries, safe design practices, and certification assistance.

Key Offerings Related to Failure Data:

- Failure Rate Data Libraries

- Failure Mode and Effects Data

- Fault Tree and Reliability Analysis Tools
- Customized Data for Specific Industries

exida?s failure rate data is often used in safety integrity level (SIL) calculations, risk assessments,

and system design validation, making it a trusted resource among process industries,
manufacturing, and automation sectors.

Accessing Failure Rate Data from exida
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Getting failure rate data from exida involves several pathways, primarily depending on the user?s
needs, licensing agreements, and whether the data is part of a broader safety assessment project.

1. Licensing and Membership

Most of exida?s failure data products are proprietary and require licensing or subscription.
Organizations seeking to access detailed failure rate data typically engage in:

- Commercial Licensing: Contracting with exida to obtain access to their failure data libraries. This
is suitable for companies conducting extensive safety assessments or integrating failure data into
their risk models.

- Partnerships and Collaborations: For research institutions or industry consortia, establishing
collaborations can facilitate data sharing and joint safety studies.

- Training and Certification Programs: Enrolling in exida?s training courses may include access to
failure data as part of educational resources.

Steps to Access:

- Contact exida sales or support representatives via their official website.

- Define the scope of data required (e.g., component failure rates, system failure data).

- Undergo necessary contractual agreements, which may specify data usage limitations.
2. Utilizing exida?s Data Libraries and Tools
exida offers specialized tools and databases that incorporate failure rate data, such as:

- exSlLentia: A SIL calculation tool that includes pre-loaded failure data.

- exida Failure Data Libraries: Curated datasets covering common components, sensors, valves,
and more.
To access these, clients typically:

- Subscribe to the relevant modules or packages.

- Receive data extracts or integrate data directly into their safety analysis software.

- Use provided documentation and guidelines for proper application.

3. Custom Data Requests and Consultations
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For unique applications or components not covered in standard libraries, organizations can request
tailored failure data:

- Submit a detailed request specifying the component, operating environment, and failure modes.

- Engage with exida?s experts for data development, which may involve analysis of field data,
manufacturer specifications, or literature review.

- Obtain a customized failure rate estimate suited to the specific operational context.

Sources and Methodologies Behind exida?s Failure Rate Data

Understanding how exida derives failure rate data is essential to evaluating its reliability and
applicability.

Data Collection and Sources

exida?s failure data is compiled from multiple sources:

- Published Literature: Industry reports, standards, and academic studies.

- Manufacturer Data: Failure rates supplied by component manufacturers, often based on field
data or accelerated testing.

- Field Data Collection: exida conducts or commissions failure data collection from real-world
operating environments.

- Historical Databases: Aggregated failure data from previous projects, safety databases, and
reliability studies.

Data Validation and Quality Assurance

Reliability data must be rigorously validated to ensure accuracy:

- Cross-Verification: Comparing manufacturer data with field performance.

- Statistical Analysis: Using statistical models to identify outliers or anomalies.

- Expert Review: Subject matter experts review data sets for consistency and relevance.

- Benchmarking: Comparing data with industry standards such as IEC 61508, IEC 61511, or IEC
62381.

exida emphasizes transparency in its data derivation process, providing documentation and
confidence levels for each failure rate estimate.
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Failure Rate Modeling Techniques

exida employs various modeling approaches, including:

- Constant Failure Rate Models: Assumes failures occur randomly over time (useful for electronic
components).

- Bathtub Curve Models: Accounts for infant mortality, random failures, and wear-out phases.

- Bayesian Updating: Incorporates new field data to refine failure rate estimates.

- Component-Specific Models: Tailored failure modes and rates based on component design and
usage context.

Application and Limitations of exida Failure Rate Data

While exida provides comprehensive failure data, users must understand its applicability and
limitations.

Strengths

- Industry-Validated Data: Based on rigorous collection and analysis.

- Component-Level Detail: Failure rates for specific components facilitate precise SIL
calculations.

- Integration with Safety Lifecycle: Data aligns with standards like IEC 61508 and IEC 61511.

- Customizability: Ability to request tailored data for unique operational environments.

Limitations

- Proprietary and Costly: Access generally involves licensing fees.

- Context-Specific Variability: Failure rates can vary significantly with environment, maintenance
practices, and operational conditions.

- Data Gaps: Not all components or failure modes are covered comprehensively, especially for
emerging technologies.

- Time Sensitivity: Failure data may become outdated if technological advancements or
operational conditions change.

Best Practices for Using exida Failure Rate Data

To maximize the benefits of exida?s failure data, practitioners should adopt best practices:
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- Verify Data Relevance: Ensure the failure data aligns with your component types and operating
conditions.

- Combine Multiple Data Sources: Cross-reference exida data with manufacturer datasheets and
field data.

- Adjust for Environmental Factors: Incorporate correction factors for temperature, humidity, and
operational stress.

- Document Assumptions: Maintain records of how failure data was selected and applied.

- Update Regularly: Periodically review and update failure rates to reflect operational experience
and new data.

Conclusion

Getting failure rate data from exida is a vital step in conducting accurate safety and reliability
analyses for safety instrumented systems. While access often requires licensing and collaboration,
the depth, validation, and industry acceptance of exida?s failure data make it a valuable resource for
safety professionals. By understanding the sources, methodologies, and application considerations,
organizations can leverage exida?s failure rate data to improve risk assessments, enhance system
safety, and comply with relevant standards.

Navigating the process of obtaining and applying failure data from exida demands diligence,
technical expertise, and a clear understanding of operational context. When used appropriately,
exida?s failure rate data can significantly contribute to safer, more reliable process industries
worldwide.

Disclaimer: This article provides a general overview and does not substitute for direct engagement
with exida or its official resources. For specific failure data needs, contact exida directly.

QuestionAnswer What is the process for obtaining failure rate data from exida? To obtain failure
rate data from exida, you typically need to access their databases through their software tools or
request data directly from exida's support team, ensuring you have the necessary licensing and
project information. How accurate is the failure rate data provided by exida for safety assessments?
exida's failure rate data is based on comprehensive industry databases and validated models,
making it highly reliable for safety assessments, although users should always consider site-specific
factors and review data applicability. Can | customize failure rate data from exida for specific
industry applications? Yes, exida allows customization of failure rate data to fit specific industry
contexts by adjusting parameters and incorporating additional data, ensuring more accurate risk
analyses tailored to your application. What are the typical sources of failure rate data used by
exida? exida's failure rate data is sourced from international standards, published literature, industry
reports, and their proprietary failure databases, ensuring comprehensive and up-to-date information.
Is failure rate data from exida suitable for use in IEC 61508 or IEC 61511 safety lifecycle
assessments? Yes, exida's failure rate data is designed to comply with standards like IEC 61508
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and IEC 61511, making it suitable for safety lifecycle assessments and functional safety
calculations. How often does exida update its failure rate data to reflect new industry insights? exida
regularly updates its failure rate data, typically annually or as new industry research and failure
information become available, to ensure users have access to the most current and accurate data.

Related keywords: failure rate data, exida, reliability data, safety data, SIL data, hazard analysis,
risk assessment, failure mode analysis, safety lifecycle, industrial safety
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